ig2                      IMPERIAL   GERMANY
cumstances otherwise are suitable to the employment of
those mechanical appliances and processes which it offers.
The German people, by native gift, were endowed with
the kind and degree of intelligence required, being in this
respect on identically the same footing with those British,
and other, communities which had worked out this modern
state of the industrial arts. They had at the same time, in
their educated classes, all the intellectual habituation neces-
sary to its ready acquisition, and in their working classes a
sufficiently well-instructed force of operative workmen. So
that the rate at which they could attain proficiency in the
new industry was little else than a question of how fast and
far their circumstances would admit its use. The rate of its
introduction and expansion, therefore, became largely a
question of the enterprise of those who had the discretion
in matters of business and industry, which resolves itself
into a question of the pecuniary inducement and of their in-
sight into the opportunities offered by this new industry.
In these matters the German community was peculiarly
well placed. The classes who were in a position to profit
from these new ventures were accustomed by tradition to a
relatively low return on similar industrial enterprises under
the earlier regime, and so a given rate of remuneration
would appeal more strongly to them than to a business com-
munity accustomed to larger returns j the natural resources
to be made use of, having been lying relatively idle, were
to be had at relatively slight costj a supply of competent
workmen could be had at very reasonable wages j and last
but by no means least, the break with an earlier and tradi-